Junior League of Savannah

Overview Proposed Community Projects 2007-2008

Oatland Island Education Center
Part 1:

OIEC has been a resource for the Greater Savannah Area for over 30 years.  Nearly ½ all visitors come from the surrounding public schools.   In recent years there has been an increase in the number of non program visitors wanting to walk the trails and view the animal exhibits.  In an effort to better serve all interested, Oatland is interested in building a 400 square foot Wolf Wilderness Exhibit.  The exhibit would allow an interactive viewing and educational experience (nose to nose through safety glass) as well as shelter from the elements for walkers and those in formal classes.

Part 2:

Volunteer and financial support for Halloween Hike, Cane Grinding Festival, Sheep to Shawl and Medieval Fest.

Time:  Evenings (planning) and Weekends (events)

Volunteers: 15-20
Approximate Funding:  $36,612.50

Frank Callen Boys and Girls Club/Ultimate Journey
The Ultimate Journey program is an exciting small group program that guides disadvantaged youth in exploring and discovering the world they live in.  Groups of youth will have the opportunity  to participate in these one day excursions, visiting a wide range of destinations including cultural, environmental, educational and recreational venues.  JLS volunteers will serve as chaperones for each of the journeys.
Time:  Evenings (planning) and Weekends (events)
Volunteers: 10-15
Approximate Funding: $12,000

Done in a Day

The Done in a Day program is an ongoing commitment on the part of the Junior League of Savannah. This program allows our volunteers to assist in smaller, time constrained projects with a wide variety of community agencies over the course of the League year.  

Time:  Evenings (planning) and Weekends(events)

Volunteers:  15-20
Approximate Funding: $17,000
Massie Heritage Center

Massie opened in 1856 as Savannah’s first free public school.  It now serves the community as a teaching museum, offering diverse programs designed for students and the general public to learn about Savannah’s history, architecture and city plan.  The proposed project, Through the Eyes of a Child: Victorian Savannah, is a year long effort that will offer children and their families the opportunity to celebrate Savannah’s rich Victorian history through three planned Saturday events:

1) A Harvest Celebration (October): Crafts, Dancing, Carriage Rides, Storytelling etc.)
2) A Victorian Christmas (December):  Crafts, Dancing, Games, Storytelling etc.)
3) Springtime at Massie (April):  Crafts, Gingerbread Cookies, Storytelling,  Games etc.)
Time:  Evenings (planning) and Weekends (Events)

Volunteers:  5-20
Approximate Funding: $5,000

Union Mission

Union Mission, Inc, began in 1936 as a part of Savannah's religious response to the Great Depression of the 1930's. Originally located on Liberty Street, Union Mission offered food, shelter, religious education and worship opportunities to those who sought refuge there. In the 1960's, the shelter operation closed and Union Mission founded Savannah Christian School. In the late 1970's, the organization reclaimed it's commitment to homeless persons by opening Potter's Place, Savannah's only long term residential community for substance abusers.

In the 1980's, Mr. J.C. Lewis, Jr. approached Union Mission and formed a partnership to open Grace House, a shelter for homeless men. The 1990's has been a time of tremendous growth for Union Mission with the opening of Magdalene Project for homeless families with children, again in partnership with Mr. Lewis, and The Phoenix Project for AIDS - impacted homeless persons. The Hacienda, a recovery community for women was acquired in 1995 and in 1997, The Employment & Training Center was implemented to place all of Savannah's able bodied homeless people in jobs. In the coming years, services for AIDS - impacted people will again expand with the opening of a Drop - In Center and Union Mission will develop a response to the health care needs of homeless persons.

1. ACE (Advocate, Create & Educate)
 Work alongside staff  2-4 times monthly on Saturday mornings to facilitate arts, crafts, and environmental education activities for homeless children residing in the Magdalene Project shelter on Jasmine Avenue.  The project hours are 9:30-11:30 a.m.  Volunteers are invited to assist staff with established curriculum activities or implement new projects.  

2. Health Promotion and Prevention 

Support monthly health screenings for those impacted by homelessness in Savannah.  These screenings are held once monthly, typically one evening or one Saturday morning per month.  Volunteers assisting with health screening would work alongside staff to register participants, assist with food service, and manage resource tables and activities in screening waiting area.   Additional financial support will be provided for the Community Health Fair, their biggest health screening event of the year.  This event is held in Johnson Square, and is scheduled for April 28th from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

3. Adult Literacy & GED (General Equivalency Diploma) Tutoring
Support twice-weekly evening tutorials held at our Fahm Street campus on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, anytime between 4-8 p.m.  Volunteers assisting as tutors would receive on-site staff support to individually assist adults impacted by homelessness who are working toward improved basic skills, computer literacy skills and GED readiness.  Volunteer tutors assist with the completion of workbook and computer-based assignments in the learners’ goal areas.  

Time:  Evenings and Weekends

Volunteers: 10-15
Approximate Funding:  $2,500

L.O.V.E Mentors (Local Outreach Volunteer Educators)
LOVE is local outreach organization that provides tutoring and mentoring in the publice school system and community centers.  The program has been endorsed by Dr. Thomas Lockamy, Superintendent of Schools.   Their organizational mission is to improve the education, life skills and dreams of Savannah’s at risk children; helping them to become self-sustaining, law abiding and productive citizens. The program mentors in 12 Elementary Schools, 2  Middle Schools and 2 Community Centers.  Their services impact 750-850 students per year.    Volunteers will attend 1.5 hour training session and receive instruction and materials for the reading program “Read Naturally.”

Time:  Mornings and Early Afternoons (Monday – Thursday)

Volunteers: 5-10
Approximate Funding: $1,000

Kids in the Kitchen

In 2006, the Association of Junior Leagues International launched an international initiative called Junior Leagues' Kids in the Kitchen.   225 Junior Leagues from across four countries participated.  The initiative is designed to help communities address the urgent issues surrounding childhood obesity and poor nutrition. Leagues hosted educational events in their local communities.  The program's activities met with great success and the initiative is continuing in 2007.  In both 2006 and 2007, the Savannah Junior League has partnered with the Second Harvest Food Banks Kids Cafe.  Kids Cafe is a national program that was begun in Savannah, GA in 1989 when two young brothers were discovered late one night in the kitchen of their housing project's community center after the older brother broke into the kitchen to feed himself and his younger brother.  Kids Cafe programs provide free meals and snacks to low-income children through a variety of existing community locations where children congregate. 
JLS volunteers will be working on events to help educate children about healthy food choices.  Activities may include sessions on how to make healthy snacks and meals and field trips to the grocery store to learn about how to shop for healthy foods.

Time:  Evenings and Weekends

Volunteers: 5
Approximate Funding:  $3,000
