2010 Kids Who Care Scholarship Recipients

Shadonta Deal  -  Savannah Early College

Shadonta Deal has acquired a most impressive 400+ hours of community service given to the Windsor Forest Community Center over her four years of high school.  This is especially noteworthy when considering her academic demands at Savannah Early College and Savannah State University as well as working a full-time job after school.  She currently holds a 3.6 GPA at Savannah State.  Shadonta understands and appreciates the importance of giving back to the community.  When asked why she volunteers, she was quoted as saying, “it is just the right thing to do.  The center has helped me so much and now I have the opportunity to give back to them and other kids.  It is important for those kids to remain in a fun, educational after school environment.”

Monique Holt  -  HV Jenkins High School

Monique has accumulated over 200 volunteer hours, the most meaningful of these has been volunteering at Garden City Elementary School where she serves as a mentor and tutor to students.  She has volunteered at the school twice a week for the last two years.  Monique has been able to share her artistic talents with the students, assisting them in creating self-portraits and creating a mural for the Black Heritage Festival.  Monique is also a dual enrollment student at Savannah State.  In addition to these responsibilities, Monique has volunteered with All Walks of Life Theater and Performing Arts Program that provides community theater experiences for school children and the inner-city community as will as Second Harvest Food Bank and the March of Dimes fundraising campaign.  Monique is an outstanding young woman who will attend Savannah College of Art and Design- Atlanta in the fall to pursue her dreams of studying fashion marketing and management.   

Sarah Isabelle  -  South Effingham High School

Sarah’s list of accomplishments seems like something you would find on a resume of someone much older.  She is a certified Patient Care Technician and uses those skills currently to take vitals of the local community in Effingham assisting with providing healthcare.  A future nursing student at Armstrong Atlantic State University, Sarah has been surrounded by a family of nurses and is excited to pursue this profession where she feels she can give back so much to others.  Most important to Sarah has been her involvement with the Muscular Dystrophy Association where she has worked at telethons, raised money through Shamrock sales and served as a MDA summer camp counselor.  As a camp counselor, Sarah helps with children ages 6-19 most of whom are wheelchair bound or have difficulty walking.  With parents absent from the camp, Sarah and other counselors provide physical assistance to the campers during the day and night with challenging tasks such as personal hygiene, eating and daily camp activities.  Alissa Crankshaw, Health Care Services Coordinator for the summer camp, described Sarah as “a bright, gentle, mature and caring young woman whose message of love and concern coupled with her demonstration of responsible behavior and caring for the safety of others was clear.”  Sarah is an excellent role model for children and adults alike. 

Matthew Rahn  -  Effingham County High School

Matthew is very active in the local 4-H program as well as Youth Advisory Council, Interact Club, Beta Club and his high school’s baseball team.  He has read over 26 books to a special education class over the last three years.  Each student knows that not only will they hear a story ready by Matthew, but they’ll receive a small toy or craft relating to the story.  Matthew has also been a leader for his school’s 4-H program as vice-president, president and an officer trainer.  He has prepared a mini booth about safety for the county fair for the past 8 years, prepared “safety” inserts for 4-H newsletters, judged poster contests, participated in 4-H shooting sports, made “goodies” for a local nursing home, was “dunked” for Habitat for Humanity, dressed up like a bear for Advisory Council fundraiser, and dressed up like a “ghost” for prom safety awareness.  He was voted by his peers as “Most Involved Senior” and to the Georgia High School Coach’s Dugout Club “Top 100” list this past summer.  He will continue his passion for baseball when he joins Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College this fall as a member of the Stallion baseball team.

William Stewart Jr. -  Savannah Country Day

Will has served on or participated with over 21 committees and organizations during his 4 years at Savannah Country Day School.  Most noteworthy have been his work on the Cultural Diversity committee at Savannah Country Day, the Vice President of Jack and Jill of America, a two year Teen Advisory Board member for the Ronald McDonald House, a member of the EOA Youth Council and his work on the Chatham County Youth Commission.  He has accumulated over 800 community service hours during his four years of high school.  In addition to his volunteer work, Will has run track and played basketball for Country Day.  When asked why he volunteers so much his reply stated, “Well, I don’t have a job.  I need to do something else to give back to others.  This is what we should be doing- volunteering.  It is important to help other people.  It makes you feel great to do something for others.”  Will is attending Auburn University in the fall.

